
CAEE Advancing EE Conference
April 3-4, 2020

Snow Mountain Ranch
Friday, April 3
Time Title Short Description Presenters

8:30am-5:30pm Advanced Cohort

10:00am - 11:30am Keynote

11:30am-1:00pm Lunch

11:45am-12:45pm Crow Call Coffee

“Caw Caw!” Calling those who wish to see our field continue to thrive. How do 
we keep this excellent connection and inspiration going year round? Join the 
discussion and voice what ongoing networking opportunities you would like to 
see.

Paul Humes - Crow Call 
Coffee

11:45am-12:45pm

Tomorrow's Voices: Engaging 
High Schoolers in their Civic 
Voice

ACES runs a program called Tomorrow's Voices where students engage in 
discussions around geopolitics and environmental justice. Come relive your high 
school years and see what it's like in one of our dynamic classrooms that allows 
student interests and opinions to drive the conversation. Halle Zander - ACES

11:45am-12:45pm EE Research Share
Learn about several EE research projects happening in Colorado and what the 
findings mean for better understanding the impacts of EE and improving practice.

    
Alliance for Environmental 
Education and Deb 
Matlock - Wild Rhythms

1:00pm-2:00pm

After-School Adventures with 
Denver Zoo: Community Based 
Programming

Are you considering, or currently offering afterschool multi-contact programming? 
Join Denver Zoo as we explore lessons-learned & strategies utilized surrounding 
partnerships, funding, integration of socio-emotional skills, and development of 
culturally responsive programs for this unique and growing audience.

Conor Kirby and James 
Garcia - Denver Zoo

1:00pm-2:00pm

Nature-based Learning at 
Breakfast: Adding Informal EE to 
a Summer Breakfast Program

How do we remove barriers to EE for marginalized communities? Learn about an 
innovative EE program that serves to address social issues, like food insecurity and 
social wellbeing, while connecting families to their natural world.

Veronica Champine  - 
Colorado State University

1:00pm-2:00pm

Introduction to the Guidelines 
for Excellence in Environmental 
Education

Did you know environmental education has its own national standards? Six sets of 
Guidelines for Excellence in EE currently exist, including K-12, EE materials, and 
community engagement. Learn more about the Guidelines and how they can 
improve your work!

Lisa Eadens  - Colorado 
Alliance for Environmental 
Education

1:00pm-2:00pm
Measuring Collective Outcomes 
for Environmental Education

How can we tell our story more effectively to advance environmental education? 
Which measures speak the loudest? Join us to learn more about our first 
collective evaluation pilot and how you can use the evaluation and communication 
tools in the future.

Katie Navin  - Colorado 
Alliance for Environmental 
Education

1:00pm-2:00pm

Queerness in EE: A Practical 
Guide for Working With 
Queer Individuals In The 
Environmental Education Field

In this session we will discuss terminology/theory, what to do if a youth "comes 
out" to you, how to handle homophobic/transphobic bullying from youth to 
coworkers to even bosses, and how to create a safe learning space.

Matthew Jones  - 
Western Colorado 
University/ Coldharbour 
Institute

1:00pm-2:00pm
Ute STEM: Colorado’s First 
Scientists

For centuries, the Ute people have thrived in the diverse ecosystems of the Rocky 
Mountains. In this session,.we’ll explore activities showing how generations of Ute 
people used STEM knowledge and skills to engineer shelters, find food and create 
artwork.

Liz Cook - History 
Colorado Center

1:00pm-2:00pm Service Project
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2:30pm-4:00pm

Moving forward and growing 
deeper roots - propelled by 
multilateral partnerships

In a time of funding shortage, multilateral partnerships become essential for the 
survival of programming. Learn how to deepen your impact and strengthen your 
work by effectively embracing collaboration and building meaningful partnerships 
following simple Improv rules.

Zuza Bohley - Americas 
for Conservation + the 
Arts ; Gloria Sacido and 
Nidia Alfaro - Promotores 
Verdes; Cynthia Zapata - 
Adelante; Shannon Francis 
- Spirit of the Sun

2:30pm-4:00pm

Fort Collins High School 
Students Take On the Climate 
Change Challenge!

This session highlights work of students at Fossil Ridge High School (Fort Collins) 
who produced “Environmental Leadership Summits,” 2017-2019, to provide 
information and inspiration for creating a green economy and green careers of 
the future.    Help spread/replicate their efforts!

Martin Ogle - 
Entrepreneurial Earth and 
Nick Peterson - Poudre 
School District

2:30pm-4:00pm Wild Nature Play

Unstructured and semi-structured time outside, or Wild Nature Play, is easier to 
DO than explain. Come prepared to explore, imagine, take risks, and have fun! 
Then ask yourself, “How does WNP fit into my program?”

Paul Humes - Thorne 
Nature Experience 

2:30pm-4:00pm

A New Kind of "Connection" 
with Nature: Embracing 
Technology in Environmental 
Education

Join the Denver Museum of Nature & Science for a hands-on exploration of 
technology's best tools for Environmental Education. Come ready to share your 
tech struggles and successes, and experiment with videoconferencing, mobile 
apps, web-based learning, and much more.

Taliah Farnsworth - 
Denver Museum of 
Nature & Science

2:30pm-4:00pm

Introducing the Citizen to the 
Science: A Learner-Centered 
Approach Towards Developing 
an Understanding of the Nature 
of Science

How can science instruction be more equitable for learners to better see 
themselves as scientists?  This session will offer methods that align with the 2020 
Colorado Science Standards for student-centered learning to understand the 
relevance of science to their lives.

Aidan Goldie - Walking 
Mountains Science Center

2:30pm-4:00pm

Phenomenon-Based EE - From 
"Hook" to 3-D Learning for 
NGSS Alignment

Explore how you can engage your audience through phenomenon-based learning 
and transition your EE programming to support 3-D learning and NGSS 
alignment.  Bring a current program or developing concept to begin 
workshopping during the session. Tiffany Kapler
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4:30pm-5:30pm

Think Like an EcoSystem: 
Bringing Youth to Nature & 
Sustainability through the Arts

“Nature” and “Sustainability” are EE concepts common in Gringolandia but less so 
among many Latinx and more so among many Indigenous youth and families. 
Learn how the arts can be EE allies bringing people to nature, while inspiring 
sustainability practices.

Marda Kirn  - EcoArts 
Connections; Justin 
Gauthier -  Writer, Actor, 
and Menominee Science 
Educator; Emmanuelle 
Vitale – Environmental 
Scientist and Artist

4:30pm-5:30pm
River functions, with the South 
Platte Express

South Platte Park has outfitted a new Nature Van with a traveling erosion model 
to bring to schools and events. Discover and observe river functions such as 
sediment transport, flooding, and migration through a hands on stream-table and 
associated activities!

Skot Latona, Cindy 
Robinson, Beth Hanson - 
South Suburban Parks and 
Recreation

4:30pm-5:30pm

Why Are We Learning This?: 
Engaging Middle Schoolers in 
Environmental Science

What do middle schoolers want? After surveying hundreds of adolescents, the 
results are in! Learn about the factors that students say impact their experiences 
in EE. Brainstorm different ways to incorporate this feedback and enhance your 
approaches for reaching pre-teens.

Katherine Trudeau and 
Rebeca Webster  - 
Walking Mountains 
Science Center

4:30pm-5:30pm
Designing for Action-Oriented 
Climate Change Education

How can we design for education that supports youth in taking action towards 
greater sustainability and climate justice? This session is for K-12 in-school and out-
of-school educators and will showcase recent research on youth, action, and 
designing learning environments.

Kelsey Tayne  - University 
of Colorado, Boulder

4:30pm-5:30pm The Power of Pollinators

Come learn about a second-grade unit on pollination that uses NGSS as the basis 
for its design. Participate in an activity from the unit and discuss how to take the 
unit back to your own site for implementation.

5:30pm-7:00pm Dinner

6:30pm-7:30pm
ShareFair &  Networking Happy 
Hour 

7:30pm-8:30pm Trivia

8:30pm-9:30pm Night Hike
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7:00am-8:00am
Guided Nature and Forest 
Therapy Walk

We invite participants to connect to the outdoors and experience nature and 
forest therapy guided by AFCA education director Zuza Bohley

Zuza Bohley - Americas 
for Conservation + the 
Arts and Gloria Salcido - 
Promotores Verdes

7:30am-8:30pm Breakfast

7:30am-8:30pm Breakfast with the CAEE Board

8:30am-10:00am

Holistic learning: Contemporary 
approaches to timeless EE 
practices

Are you ready to add interdisciplinary approaches to your EE repertoire? Three 
graduate students have field-tested storytelling, gratitude, and location based 
memory practices. Engage with, adapt, and practice these three techniques and 
add some tools to your educational toolbelt.

Leah Weisman, Nicholas 
Scarborough and Ashley 
Daniels - Walking 
Mountains Science Center 

8:30am-10:00am
Emerging Ideas in EE Research 
(And How to Apply Them)

What’s happening in EE research? This session overviews key scholarship 
emerging in the field, introducing the audience to unexpected, inspiring and 
evidence-based approaches. We will discuss how practitioners can apply cutting-
edge research in their programs and organizations.

Melanie Armstrong, 
Jennifer Fenwick, Hannah 
Schaefer Tibbett and 
Amanda Botsford - 
Western Colorado 
University 

8:30am-10:00am Wildfire!

A hands-on dive into Colorado's past, present, and future of wildfires, and how to 
teach it to kids! We will create a model of a forest fire, fire mitigation techniques, 
and even test our skills as a wildland firefighter!

Jackie Jeambey - Cal-
Wood Education Center

8:30am-10:00am
Curriculum Menu- Rockies 
Rock!

The Greater Arkansas River Nature Association (GARNA) and Get Outdoors 
Leadville (GOL!) partnered to create an extensive, place and age-based 
“curriculum menu” for the environmental education and stewardship portion of 
the entirely outdoor-based summer camp called Rockies Rock.

Emily Henderson - 
Greater Arkansas River 
Nature Association 
(GARNA) and Francisco 
Tharp - Get Outdoors 
Leadville! (GOL!)

8:30am-10:00am
Resources for Teaching about 
Sustainable Food Systems

Regenerative agriculture and sustainable food systems are a win-win-win for 
people, farmers and the environment. Come learn about these topics and explore 
resources to teach about them in your classroom.

Stephanie Dobbie - 
Garden to Table

8:30am-10:00am
Teambuilding: More Than 
Games We Play

Teambuilding has always been crucial part of our learning experiences. It can help 
us to create a learning environment build on trust, empathy, and safety for all 
students involved. This presentation dives into philosophical and psychological 
foundations as well as personal and group assessment tools with a strong focus 
on sequencing activities to get the most out of your teambuilding goals regardless 
of physical ability of students.

Christopher Mitchell - Cal-
Wood Education Center
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10:30am-11:30am Nature-Based Education

What is the future of nature-based preschool and kindergarten in Colorado? How 
can the nature-based education movement grow beyond preschool and 
kindergarten? Worldmind School is working with CDHS to help Colorado 
become the second state in the nation to create a license for nature-based 
preschool and kindergarten. We are also working on expanding our preschool 
and kindergarten into an elementary school. Come learn about the power of 
nature-based education and how you can help support the movement across 
Colorado.

Megan Patterson  - 
Worldmind Nature 
Immersion School

10:30am-11:30am Revising Colorado's EE Plan

Colorado is revising its formal plan for PreK-12 environmental education adopted 
by the State Board of Education! Come learn about potential changes and provide 
your feedback before the new plan is launched in fall of 2020.

Katie Navin  - Colorado 
Alliance for Environmental 
Education

10:30am-11:30am

The new Statewide Water 
Education Plan and the 
Colorado Environmental 
Education
Plan - Finding Common Ground

An overview of the new Statewide Water Education Action Plan (SWEAP), 
followed by audience participation in identifying common ground where we can 
capitalize on opportunities with all audiences. Special attention will be given to 
leveraging resources and proactively addressing challenges.

Rob Buirgy Scott 
Williamson, Jayla 
Poppleton - 
Environmental Water 
Education Colorado

10:30am-11:30am
Wolves in Colorado: Educating 
on Controversial Topics

Wolves are a hot controversial topic throughout the country and now they are 
here in Colorado. Lets discuss  what that means for our state and how we can 
fairly educate on such a polarized issue.

Heather Christensen  - 
Cal-Wood Education 
Center

10:30am-11:30am
Water Education: Beyond 
water samples and macros

Water is all around us and yet we struggle to provide engaging and relevant 
education opportunities beyond water sampling and collecting 
macroinvertebrates. Discover new activities to engage learners about the many 
ways water impacts their lives, community and environment.

Ellen Olson  - Denver 
Water

11:30am-1:00pm Lunch

11:30am-1:00pm CAEE Annual Member Meeting

11:45am-12:45pm

High School Environmental 
Career Development: Sneak 
Peak into a New Resource

Attend this lunch roundtable session to learn about the development of a new 
high school environmental career resource and share your ideas!

Lisa Eadens - Colorado 
Alliance for Environmental 
Education

11:45am-12:45pm

Supporting Youth in Creating 
Systems-Level Change for 
Sustainability

How can educators and researchers support K-12 students in contributing to 
institutional or systems level transformation towards more just and sustainable 
futures? In this roundtable we will share experiences, ideas, and questions related 
to supporting youth in taking institutional action.

Kelsey Tayne - University 
of Colorado, Boulder

11:45am-12:45pm

Applications of Three-
Dimensional Models for Snow 
Science Education

This session will explore several different three-dimensional, hands-on models for 
educators to utilize in any setting. The models engage students in the meaning of 
snow water equivalent, visualization of watersheds, relation of terrain to 
topographical maps, avalanche dynamics, and more.

Brent Beadles and Logan 
Maclean - Keystone 
Science School
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1:00pm-2:30pm

EE Activities for Global 
Citizenship: People, Food, 
Energy and Sustainability

Discover interdisciplinary, hands-on activities (role-playing, simulations and 
problem-solving exercises) to help students think critically and creatively about 
global challenges to the planet and human well-being as world population grows 
to 9 billion by mid-century.

Dustin Hall - Walking 
Mountains Science Center

1:00pm-2:30pm

Beyond the Backcountry: Leave 
No Trace Games, Activities and 
Initiatives

Join Leave No Trace staff to learn games and activities that help kids understand 
what it means to be an outdoor steward. Expand your understanding of today’s 
Leave No Trace and leave with copies of the featured activities!

Julia Oleksiak - Leave No 
Trace Center for 
Outdoor Ethics

1:00pm-2:30pm

Leading From Behind: Fostering 
Relationships With Nature For 
All Ages

Presentation discusses principles of “leading from behind” to cultivate awareness, 
connection with the natural world and ecological literacy. We will cover the 
importance, how to’s, risks and outcomes of nature immersion and participant 
directed learning for groups of all ages.

Dina Baker - Evergreen 
Audubon & Nature 
Center and Kimberly 
Beck, M.Ed. - Relational 
Rewilding Nature Guiding

1:00pm-2:30pm

Putting the Civics in 
Environmental Education: 
Engaging Youth as 
Environmental Citizens

Join Earth Force and Wild Rose Education in an introductory workshop exploring 
the importance of civics in environmental education. We'll discuss supporting 
youth-driven projects that incorporate democratic decision-making and local 
policy analysis. You'll receive resources and tools to start your journey.

Justin Zakoren - Earth 
Force and Sarah Johnson - 
Wild Rose Education

1:00pm-2:30pm
Wild Pedagogy:  The Wild Edge 
of EE

Come learn about a new body of work in environmental education! Wild 
Pedagogies represents the on-going work of a broad cross-section of international 
scholars looking to education as a change agent in these times of heightened 
ecological awareness.

Deb Matlock - Wild 
Rhythms, LLC

1:00pm-2:30pm Effective Manager =YOU!

You were born to be a leader. It is your passion to take the knowledge and 
experience you have gained and share it with others. Together, let’s explore 
management tips to make you the most effective team lead.

Katie Phillips - Rocky 
Mountain National Park

3:00pm-4:00pm

Shedding New Light on the 
Spectrum: Benefits of 
Environmental Education and 
Inclusive Practices for Students 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder

There are tremendous benefits of outdoor and environmental education for 
children and adolescents with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). This session 
explores those benefits along with best practices for inclusion in outdoor- and 
environmental-based programs.

Madeline Leh  - Cal-
Wood Education Center

3:00pm-4:00pm
Nature Play and Learning 
Spaces

Learn how to create a dynamic outdoor learning environment for young children 
through community engagement, incremental change, programming, and 
sustainability.  Participants will review case studies of how local parks, cities, and 
libraries have supported nature play every day.

Adrienne Sedlak and Sarah 
Konradi - National 
Wildlife Federation

3:00pm-4:00pm
Art, Literature, and EE...OH MY! 
Thinking outside the STEM box.

Environmental education has traditionally been heavy in the sciences, but not all 
learners are receptive to or interested in the sciences. Making EE accesible to all 
needs to include standards-based learning in subjects such as Art and Literature.

Robert Gay, Dawn 
Cooper, Alice Corcoran - 
Colorado Canyons 
Association

3:00pm-4:00pm
Spaceship Earth: What Can I 
Do?

A Fun, Interactive Multi-Media Presentation Using Live-Music, Powerful Images & 
Great Storytelling! Growing up in Ohio in the 1960’s, I remember doing art 
projects in school about the Cuyahoga River catching on fire! This is my personal 
story told by images and my gift for music.
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