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The Enos Mills Lifetime Achievement Award is the highest honor
presented by CAEE each year to an individual for long-term,
outstanding achievements and contributions to EE.

Tom and Jody Cardamone are being recognized together as
the 2020 Enos A. Mills Award Recipient for their lifetime of
achievements in environmental education, which include 37
years in leadership positions at the Aspen Center for
Environmental Studies.

Elizabeth Paepcke founded the Aspen Center for
Environmental Studies (ACES) in 1968. Inspired by her
relationship with Enos Mills, she was able to mentor Jody and  

Enos Mills Lifetime Achievement Award

Tom Cardamone. The couple first engaged with ACES when Jody was hired as its first executive
director. From 1975-2012, one or both of the Cardamones served as the executive officer of ACES.

The first challenge Tom and Jody faced was taking Elizabeth’s vision of ACES, blending it with their
own ideas, and growing it into a young nonprofit. Jody believed strongly that environmental
education should meet the needs of the local community and be accessible to all. 
Under their guidance and vision, ACES grew from one site at Hallam to four sites along the Roaring
Fork Valley. Jody's love of education combined with Tom's knowledge of natural history and keen
business sense strengthened their ability to connect to the local community, where they served as
living role models to all they met. 

Presently, ACES reaches over 125,000 people through educational programs. Programs for students,
including both in-class presentations and field trips, are now an established component of the
district curriculum. Additionally, the Cardamones built programs to engage adults and families
within the community. Today, ACES reaches approximately 40,000 community members each year
through its Naturalist Programs.

The Cardamones also believed in mentoring emerging naturalists. College students and recent
graduates are often hired as summer and winter seasonals at ACES, where they are trained and
mentored to develop their interpretation and educational skills. Hundreds of young adults have
started their environmental careers at ACES.

The prominence of ACES across the entire Roaring Fork Valley is testament to the leadership of the
Cardamones. As for Tom and Jody, they continue to play an important role in addressing the
environmental issues and concerns of the Roaring Fork Valley and beyond. In 2018, Tom formed the
Watershed Biodiversity Initiative to support the Roaring Fork Watershed Biodiversity and
Connectivity Study. Data and analyses from these studies will inform decisions and life along the
Roaring Fork for years to come.



The National Wildlife Federation has embarked on an
innovative and ambitious initiative called Early
Childhood Health Outdoors (ECHO) to ensure all young
children have daily access to nature play and learning
opportunities. The ECHO team includes a multi-
disciplinary team of professional landscape architects
and designers and early childhood specialists who
work with child care centers, preschools, and homes to
enhance and activate their outdoor spaces for nature
play and learning.

Eco-Cycle is a social enterprise that provides
educational programs to over 50,000 kindergarten
through 12th grade students and staff in approximately
2,000 Boulder Valley and St. Vrain Valley classrooms
annually. Through three programs focused on making a
tangible impact in public schools, the Waste Free Lunch
Contest, Locker Leftovers, and the Children’s Book
Project, Eco-Cycle is changing environmentally harmful
behavior in schools, while educating students about why
that change is so important.

Early Childhood Health Outdoors (ECHO) Program

Eco-Cycle Schools Waste Reduction Programs

Advancing Environmental Literacy Award
This award recognizes the outstanding contributions made to environmental literacy in
Colorado through business, media, research, philanthropy, collaborative efforts or other
innovative initiatives/projects that advance the environmental literacy of Colorado
citizens or the field of environmental education.



Innovative EE Program Award

Rocky Mountain National Park's
Snow Science Program
Rocky Mountain National Park’s Snow Science Program

uses innovative, place-based, applied learning where

students collect data to see firsthand how annual

snowpack impacts natural resources and communities

of Colorado.

Schools and Outdoor Learning
Environments (SOLE) Program
SOLE began in 2013 with a simple mission, to connect

kids to the outdoors.  It strives to connect our local

schools with Colorado Parks and Wildlife, along with 

 their network of partners, to increase youth and family

interest in the outdoors.

Youth Water Leadership Program
The Youth Water Leadership Program creates authentic

student-centered learning experiences that increase

watershed literacy through civic action.

This award recognizes outstanding and innovative EE programs, projects, curriculum, etc.
in both formal and nonformal settings.



Rachel has committed
more than fifteen years
of her career to
environmental
education efforts in
Rocky Mountain
National Park with the
National Park Service
and with Rocky
Mountain Conservancy.
Rachel increased the
impacts of the
Conservancy’s
educational
programming more
than tenfold. 

Robert Gay, the Lands
Program Director with
the Colorado Canyons
Association, has inspired
students of all ages
through his
development of
Paleontological
Education Kits, his
involvement leading high
school paleontology and
biology field programs,
and through his
interactions with
countless museums. Rob
always believes in his
students and colleagues
and helps to nurture and
guide them throughout
their careers.

Outstanding
Environmental
Educator
Award

Rachel Balduzzi

Robert Gay

Recognizes the exceptional
contributions made by an
individual to their
community in
environmental education.
These award recipients
demonstrate outstanding
leadership, innovation,
lasting impact, and
commitment to quality EE.
These recipients are
acknowledged as role
models for environmental
responsibility and serve as
an inspiration for their
audiences and peers.



B a r b  H o r n S u e  K e n n e y J e n a  S a n c h e z

Katharine is the founder of Project Outside, a group of conscious
city dwellers choosing to engage with nature and change the
urban relationship to the outdoors. Through outreach, education,
and engagement, Project Outside challenges everyone to rethink
the role of nature in the 21st century. Beyond personal action,
Project Outside advocates for more environmental education in
schools, and proposes a way to redefine the foundation for EE
and the presence of nature in the urban lifestyle.

D a v e  S u t h e r l a n dT i m  S a n d s m a r k

Outstanding Youth Environmental 
Leadership Award

Katharine Kurtz

Outstanding Retiring Environmental 
Educator Recognition

R e c o g n i z e s  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m a d e  b y  a  y o u n g  p e r s o n  o r  g r o u p  o f
y o u t h  ( a g e  1 4 - 2 3 )  t o  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n .



Roxanne Brickell-Reardon
Natalie Brower-Kirton
Bevin Carithers
Karin Hostetter
Kristin Libberton
Mary McCormac
Sharon Moore
Ali Goulstone Sweeney
Kathleen Okon
Tim Sandsmark
Kim Weiss
Carlie Bangs
Sarah Konradi

Thank You Awards
Committee! 

Former Enos Mills Award Recipients

Georg Ek 1995*
George A. “Buddy” Wilson 1996*
Glen A. Hinshaw 1997
CeCe Forget 1998*
Enda Mills Kiley 1998*
Roxanne Brickell-Reardon 1999
Elizabeth Gardener 2000
Oakleigh Thorne 2001
Mary Ann Bonnell 2002
Shawna Crocker 2003
Mike Way 2004
Wendy MacPhail-Brigham 2005
Dave Sutherland 2005
Wendy Hanophy 2006 
Raymond Tschillard 2007
Dave Van Manen 2008
Lisa Evans 2009
Patrick Emery 2009
George Wallace 2010
Marcella Wells 2011
Cyndra Dietz 2012
Mark De Gregorio 2013
Jeff Brigham 2014*
Dan Parker 2015
Rafael Salgado 2016
Lisa Bardwell 2017
Kelly Keena 2018

*In memorium

View the 2020 Awards Video

CAEE works to ensure everyone in Colorado has an opportunity to learn about the environment where they live. We value
inclusiveness and welcome everyone to the field of environmental education.


