
Implementing Environmental 

Education in My District: 

 

Select the action strategies that make sense for your school.  Find 
more resources at www.coloradoee.org.  

 

 

Integrate into Curricula

Identify existing or intentionally 

develop curriculum that includes 

units or courses of study that address 

environmental literacy

Provide resources to schools and 

teachers so they can teach a 

standards-based curriculum that 

includes environmental education

Examine district policies that might 

present barriers to utilizing the 

school building, school grounds or 

community as a learning tool to 

teach environmental literacy

Provide access to professional 

development that will increase 

knowledge and skills in natural and 

human processes and systems

Examine policies around the teaching 

of controversial issues to make sure 

that teachers feel comfortable with 

these topics

Review curriculum to ensure that it 

emphasizes 21st Century Skills and 

provide time for, and highlight 

student investigation into, issues 

facing the environment

Consider opportunities to build 

environmental literacy components 

into graduation requirements

Assess and Evaluate

Collaborate to adapt the Middle 

School Environmental Literacy Survey 

(MSELS) for voluntary use to measure 

changes in environmental literacy 

over time

Administer interim assessment and 

collect data to measure 

environmental literacy over time

Use data to improve environmental 

education programs and services



Use the School Building

Recognize schools with sustainable 

programs

Plan for sustainability in new 

construction and renovation

Incorporate sustainability into 

operations

Connect operations and 

sustainability coordinators with 

curriculum coordinators

Highlight how sustainability is 

incorporated into the current 

curriculum

Use funding saved by water and 

energy conservation initiatives to 

help support environmental 

education.

Review policies to allow the school 

building and school grounds to be 

actively used for student learning

Develop curriculum that encourages 

the use of the school building and 

school grounds as learning 

environments

Invite the community to participate 

in initiatives.

Report and share projects with the 

community

Use the School Grounds

Provide professional development 

for teachers to learn strategies in 

using the school grounds

Recognize schools using the school 

grounds for learning

Ensure policies support the use of 

the outdoors and school grounds for 

learning.



 

 

Use the Community

Allow flexible class sizes and 

schedules to support outdoor 

experiences

Work with District Risk Managers to

create policies to promote the use of 

the outdoors and environmental 

education

Help ensure that a learner’s 

experience includes at least one visit 

to the nearest national, state, or local 

park or open space

Encourage K–8 schools to work with

the Colorado Department of 

Transportation Safe Routes to School 

Program to develop safe and feasible 

ways to utilize local green spaces or 

community resources as learning 

spaces

Examine district policies on field 

trips, making sure there is not a 

undue burden on teachers and the 

district encourages the taking of field 

trips

Connect with Others in EE

Upload materials, resources and 

information to Colorado's EE 

Directory about programs to share 

with other educators

Promote the online network among 

their schools, faculties and 

administrators

Encourage teachers to collaborate 

and allow for multidisciplinary 

teaching

Find Training and 

Professional Development

Provide and support professional 

development opportunities that 

meet Guidelines for Excellence

Work with higher education 

programs that offer credit for teacher 

recertification to ensure that 

teachers have in-service 

opportunities to build their 

knowledge and skills in 

environmental education

Join CO Green Schools 

Network

Get Recognized for your Efforts

Talk and share with educatorsin your 

district

Find Resources


