
Strengthen Your Community Engagement with Environmental Education

Are you working on community engagement and environmental education in your community?

The Colorado Alliance for Environmental Education, the Utah Society for Environmental Education and
the Wyoming Alliance for Environmental Education are in search of community-based organizations in our
states that would like to engage their communities in environmental education initiatives. Is your
organization  looking to gain the  knowledge and skills to successfully build partnerships that address an
environmental concern? Then we want to hear from you! Selected applicants will receive training and
funding to design and implement environmental education projects in their communities.

Our goal is to strengthen the ability of EE providers to effectively and successfully engage local
communities in environmental education that will advance awareness, knowledge, critical thinking,
problem-solving, decision-making, action, and ultimately environmental conservation and stewardship.

We are specifically looking for projects that address EPA’s Educational Priority #2: Community
Projects and EPA Environmental Priority #4: Revitalizing Land and Preventing Contamination.
These priorities include increasing public understanding of the benefits of and participation in
environmental and conservation stewardship. Examples of projects may include the management of food
waste through composting; school or community recycling projects to reduce waste going to landfills
(especially electronic and plastic waste); education that reduces waste in public lands and waterways;
gardening projects that reduce chemical use, remove invasive species, or plant native species; or other
issues.

Projects can take place in rural, suburban, and urban settings, in a local formal or non-formal context, and use
outdoor, place-based, experiential, service learning and/or community-focused activities as the primary
teaching tool(s). Projects may engage K-12 students, college students, families, or adults. Priority will be
given to projects that engage underserved community members.

All projects should have the potential for long-term sustainability and/or duplication in other communities.
One-time-only experiences such as field trips will not be funded.

Benefits of Participating
Interested applicants must  have a team of 2-3 individuals in their organization participate in this program. Teams
will work collaboratively and will participate in a learning cohort to develop community EE  skills. Two to three
teams will be selected from each state. Participants will benefit from free professional development valued at over
$350 per person, and teams will be eligible to receive grant funding to support their project.

Teams will:

● participate in a 12-hour, online Community Engagement Guidelines for Excellence training. This course
provides tools to develop a community-based project and will prepare leaders to engage with their
communities in authentic and equitable ways, allowing them to better address the large-scale
environmental, social, and economic issues facing our planet.

● participate in a 2-day Leadership Clinic on September 16-17, hosted virtually. During this time, teams will
work together to create a work plan for their project and receive feedback from their peers.

● receive $1,000-$5,000 in funding to complete a community-based EE project.
● complete their project by July 31, 2022, and submit a final report by August 30, 2022.



Eligibility to Apply:
● Any local education agency, school, college or university, state education or environmental agency, or

nonprofit organization as described in Section 501(C)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code may submit a
proposal. A teacher's school district, an educator's nonprofit organization, or a faculty member's college
or university may apply, but an individual teacher or faculty member may not apply.

● Teams should consist of 2-3 members at a single organization.

● Applicant organizations must be located within Colorado, Wyoming, or Utah and the activities must take
place within these states. The project may take place in two or more states.

● Applicant organizations must have a DUNS number to receive funding.  For more information on how to
apply for a DUNS number please contact director@usee.org. Please note it can take up to 30 days to
receive a DUNS number.

● Tribal education agencies that are eligible to apply include a school or community college that is
controlled by an Indian tribe, band, or nation that is recognized as eligible for special programs and
services provided by the United States to Indians because of their status as Indians and that is not
administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Tribal organizations do not qualify unless they meet these
criteria or the nonprofit criteria listed above.

Cultural competence requirement:
In all activities of a grant-funded project, grantees shall ensure that staff providing services is representative of the
ethnic or cultural make-up of the community served or is sensitive to the ethnic and cultural diversity of the
community served.

Discrimination statement:
No person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, handicapped status, or ability to
pay be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination with respect to the
services funded under this contract.

How to apply: Click here to access the application form. If you require a paper copy, please contact
director@usee.org to have one mailed to you. Applications must be received by 11:59 P.M. August 2nd, 2021.
All applicants will be notified of the status of their application by August 6, 2021.


