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The heart of Howard's education and environmental career has

been researching, teaching, and promoting integral,

transdisciplinary, developmentally-focused experiential and

outdoor learning approaches. These practices have excited,

challenged, and motivated his students to enthusiastically learn

about the environment and pursue environmentally-related careers.

Howard received his B.S. in chemistry from U.C. Berkeley in 1981 and

Ph.D. in bioanalytical chemistry from the University of Wisconsin at

Madison in 1992. In the interim, he studied environmental

engineering at Stanford University while working as an

environmental chemist at SRI International, where he studied the

fate of pollutants. 

Howard started teaching at Colorado College (CC) in 1992. He was a member of the national

ChemConnections Consortium devoted to systemically changing undergraduate chemistry teaching.

Howard directed the CC Environmental Science Program from 2000-2007 and chaired the Campus

Sustainability Council from 2006-2014. Since 2014, Howard has been CC's first Professor of Environmental

Education and TREE Semester Program Director. The TREE Semester promotes experiential undergraduate

learning by teaching local K-12 students to enhance their conceptions of ecological stewardship. 

Howard became a CAEE master certified environmental educator in 2009 and has played an active role in

professionalization with CAEE since. In his classes and at CAEE, he has reviewed more than 200

professional environmental education (EE) portfolios. 

In 1997, Howard and his wife Julie Francis started the Catamount Center by working with Teller County and

the Trust for Public Lands to preserve 1640 acres of open space. In 2004, they extended their reach and

founded the Catamount Institute in El Paso County. Both nonprofit environmental organizations seek to

inspire ecological stewardship through research, education, and leadership programs.

Howard's environmental research has included Arctic nitrogen cycling, citizen science, mentoring

environmental educators, and filmmaking to provide a voice to underserved students. His current work

includes EE program evaluation, pre-service teacher education, exploring the relation of power and equity

to EE, and assessing learning and development of ecological stewardship.

Howard and Julie currently live in Colorado Springs, fulfilling their most important role, supporting the

growth and development of their son Skyler Muir and daughter Sierra Pearl.

FORMER ENOS A. MILLS AWARD RECIPIENTS

ENOS A. MILLS LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Tom and Jody Cardamone 2020, Kelly Keena 2018, Lisa Bardwell 2017, Rafael Salgado 2016, Dan Parker 2015, Jeff Brigham

2014*, Mark De Gregorio 2013, Cyndra Dietz 2012, Marcella Wells 2011, George Wallace 2010, Patrick Emery 2009, Lisa

Evans 2009, Dave Van Manen 2008, Raymond Tschillard 2007, Wendy Hanophy 2006, Dave Sutherland 2005, Wendy

MacPhail-Brigham 2005, Mike Way 2004, Shawna Crocker 2003, Mary Ann Bonnell 2002, Oakleigh Thorne 2001, Elizabeth

Gardener 2000, Roxanne Brickell-Reardon 1999, Enda Mills Kiley 1998*, CeCe Forget 1998*, Glen A. Hinshaw 1997, George A.

“Buddy” Wilson 1996*, Georg Ek 1995*                                                                                                                  *In memorium

Howard Drossman, Colorado College



PRESIDENT'S AWARD
Next 100 Colorado

INNOVATIVE EE PROGRAM AWARDS

RIVER SCHOOL
Removes barriers and fosters new stewards by providing youth and families

from Montezuma and Dolores counties with opportunities to experience the

Dolores River through one-day river trips, in class lessons, and field trips. 

GROWING OUTDOOR LEADERS PROGRAM Lincoln Hills Cares

Supports community vitality by growing produce for the Salida School

District so students have access to healthy, local food in their school meals,

and providing garden education correlated to state standards.

Delores River Boating Advocates

Provides culturally relevant programs facilitated at a historic African-

American resort where youth develop an understanding of their cultural

connections to nature and the outdoors.

Guidestone ColoradoFARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM

With her leadership, Abigail helped organize a school wide contest to help

families do wildfire mitigation around their homes or to prepare an emergency

"to go" box in the event of a sudden evacuation or prolonged emergency.

OUTSTANDING YOUNG ENVIRONMENTAL LEADER

ABIGAIL WATRY Estes Park Middle School

Next 100 Colorado members are leading the state towards the

establishment of a just and inclusive parks and public lands system that

reflects the faces of our country, respects all cultures, and actively

engages all people. As a coalition, they offer a community space for

people of color, provide opportunities for allies and accomplices to

support efforts, and provide a vehicle to launch projects that build an

outdoor culture that serves and celebrates everyone. One of their 

recent projects spearheaded a multi-year campaign to establish Colorado’s new Outdoor Equity

Grant Program. As a result of their efforts, Governor Polis signed HB21-1318 into law on June 21st, 2021.

The grant program will provide sustainable funding of up to $3 million annually from lottery proceeds

to entities providing conservation, environmental, and outdoor experiences and educational

opportunities for underserved youth.



Larry Colbenson, Boulder County Parks & Open Space

David Eick, Cheyenne Mountain Junior High

Richelle Gittens, Catamount Institute; Queen Palmer Elementary School

Angel Tobin, Colorado Parks and Wildlife - Roxborough State Park 

 

NATURE'S EDUCATORS
Since 2008, Nature's Educators has reached thousands of individuals each year.

During the pandemic, they rapidly switched to pre-recorded and live-virtual

programming and added in closed captioning and Spanish options.

OUTSIDE CLASSROOM Catamount Institute
With school programs and field trips cancelled in 2020, Catamount Institute

created 2-hour, grade-appropriate outdoor science lessons that provided

students educational support, social connection, and a break from online devices.

COLORADO NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY WEBINARS
In response to the pandemic, Colorado Native Plant Society created half-day,

comprehensive webinars, covering a variety of topics to meet the needs and

interests of its adult members. Program registration increased by 250%.

OUTSTANDING EE PROGRAMS: COVID-19 RESPONSE

Based at Four Mile Ranch in Southwest Colorado, Keith organizes field trips

that combine science education with outdoor discovery. He is actively growing

EE programs and community engagement with a focus on inclusivity.

Through 25 years of service, Joey has volunteered more than 2,500 hours of

time to CPW. Every month he leads a a self-organized and self-led bird walk

that has become a staple of Chatfield State Park's educational program.

OUTSTANDING ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATORS

JOEY KELLNER Colorado Parks & Wildlife Volunteer

KEITH BRUNO Audubon Rockies

OUTSTANDING RETIRING ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATOR RECOGNITION

AWARDS COMMITTEE: 

Roxanne Brickell-Reardon, Natalie Brower-Kirton, Bevin

Carithers, Karin Hostetter, Erin Kendall, Kristin Libberton, Deb

Matlock, Mary McCormac, Kathleen Okon, Tracy Predmore

SPONSORS:

https://caee.org/programs/act/be-recognized/larry-colbenson
https://caee.org/programs/act/be-recognized/richelle-gittens
https://caee.org/programs/act/be-recognized/angel-tobin

